NATIONAL PARLIAMENT OF THE REPUBLIC OF SERBIA

Committee for Culture and Information

Kralja Milana 14
Belgrade

Belgrade, March 3, 2009

Subject: Appointment of members of the Council of the Republic Broadcasting Agency

| am writing to you, in accordance with the Arti@d, paragraph 1 of the Broadcasting Law, as a
representative of the Association of Independerdgctibnic Media (ANEM), the Independent
Journalist' Association of Serbia (NUNS) and théelmendent Journalists' Society of Vojvodina
(NDNV), who are, as associations of broadcastedsj@urnalists, according to legal provisions in the
Article 23, paragraph 2, point 4 of the Broadcastiraw, authorized proposers of candidates for
members of the Council of the Republic Broadcasfiggncy.

We are concerned with the conclusions made onifle session of the Committee for Culture and
Information held on February 26, 2009, especidiy ¢conclusion that the procedure of appointment of
members of the Council of the Republic Broadcastiggncy should be repeated, which could cause
the blockade of the activities of the Republic Rlwasting Agency. Therefore we want to emphasize
the following:

The lists of candidates, which have been submitigebu — one from the associations of broadcasters,
journalists, film and drama artists and composesd several lists from non-governmental
organizations and citizens' associations — areoinpliance with the provisions of the Broadcasting
Law. With regard to the lists of non-governmentatjamizations and citizens' associations, the
Broadcasting Law explicitly allows them, in the ikt 24, paragraph 6, to propose more than one list
of candidates. The Law explicitly stipulates thatsuch case the valid list should be the one that i
signed by more organizations or associations (aizéub proposers) who have had more implemented
projects, initiatives and published publicationshiair field of work.

With regard to the list of associations of broatla&s journalists, film and drama artists and
composers, the subjects who have participatedeiation of the list and jointly agreed on it, defisg



a list with three names. We therefore considerldgdl requirements have been fulfiled, meaning tha
the list contains at least two names, which is dnoadance with the legislator's intention that the
National Parliament be offered more than one catdidn the list. We believe that the important
thing is to preserve the right of the National Rankent to effectively make a choice between several
proposed candidates, not that there should be twdon® more than two candidates. We wish to
emphasize that the Law does not stipulate thatavith more than two candidates cannot be used to
make a decision.

We agree with your conclusion that it is necesdaryinitiate a procedure for modification of
provisions of the Broadcasting Law relating to dppuent of the members of the Council and
proposal of candidates, because this part of thve ikanot sufficiently clear. However, the field of
broadcasting in Serbia needs a fully functionaltepry body immediately, and the appointment of
members to already vacated seats in the Councihotaand must not wait until the possible
modifications of the Law in the future. These pdisnmodifications should regulate future
appointments of the members of the Council of tlepu®lic Broadcasting Agency, not the current
one, and the Association of Independent Electritedia, the Independent Journalists' Association of
Serbia and the Independent Society of Journali$ts/ajvodina are prepared and willing to
constructively participate in debates leading talification of the Law.

We believe that it is not necessary to initiate phecedure for authentic interpretation of the @i
24, paragraph 1 of the Broadcasting Law. The saivigion is intended to provide the National
Parliament with the possibility of making a cho&meong several candidates on the lists. The intentio
of the said provision is not, and cannot be, tastnen agreement on two and no more than two
candidates and to create a vicious circle whiclvgts the appointment of the members of the
Council. Insistence on the procedure of authemtierpretation of the Law will leave the area of
broadcasting in Serbia without a working and fumadil regulatory body for a long time.

We remind you that during the previous procedureappointment of members of the Republic
Broadcasting Agency, since it was not possibleeich an agreement on a joint list with only two
candidates, ANEM and NUNS, as well as their cartdglawithdrew from the procedure, thereby
allowing the National Parliament to make a choieténueen two candidates from a list that did not
have full support of the media sector. Now a lighwhree candidates has been agreed upon, but at
least it has full legitimacy, meaning that no auted proposers or candidates have withdrawn from
the procedure. The Committee should take thisiféotaccount.

In the end, we wish to point out that your propodelt current members of the Council of the
Republic Broadcasting Agency, whose mandate hagegpshould remain in position until the



appointment of new members of the Council, violates Broadcasting Law. Namely, the Law
explicitly stipulates that the mandate of Councémibers ends after the expiry of their appointment
period and does not allow members whose mandateekpised to remain in duty until the
appointment of new members.

Association of Independent Electronic Media (ANENDe Independent Journalist' Association of
Serbia (NUNS) and the Independent Journalists'eéBpcoif Vojvodina (NDNV), appeal to you to act
in accordance with the law, take into consideratimn fact that the work of the Council without all
members could easily be blocked and Serbian brgtidgdeft without a functioning regulatory body,
and reconsider and withdraw the conclusions madé®sixth session of the Committee, as well as to
invite the president of the National Parliamenptiblish without further delay the list of candidate

the associations of broadcasters, journalists, dilrd drama artists and composers, with biographical
information for all three candidates from the las, well as the list of candidates of non-goverralen
organizations and citizens' associations with adatds' biographical data, and to pronounce the list
valid in accordance with the Article 24 of the Lawhich would allow immediate voting on new
members of the Council of the Republic Broadcastiggncy.

Representative of

ANEM, NUNS and NDNV,

Sasa Mirkovic,

president of ANEM



